
Oh no! Something is 
blocking your plants’ 
vessels. You cannot 

receive any nutrients, 
no matter how much 

we water you!

I’m not feeling 
very well, doctor. 
I feel weak even if 
I’m drinking my 2-4 
litres of water per 

day. And I’m still 
so thirsty!

WANTED

X
fastidious X

For killing 

several plants.

While the world was heading 
towards the 20th century, science 

advancing and the world opening up, 
in America something strange was 

happening: some plants were 
inexplicably dying. Why?

Someone or something 
was silently attacking 

plants. 

What is going 
on here? 

The pattern was consistent: plants were getting 
sick, withered and died no matter what was done 
to try to save them. But it was not until the late 
1980s that researchers got close to unveiling 

the culprit.

WHO IS fastidious X, 
THE FEARSOME KILLER?

Look at this, 
doctor!

Transverse 
section

We’ve been 
rumbled!

Newton pierce (1892) 

Goodbye 
Americas!

Fastidious X was unmasked as the bacterium                              , a 
dangerous plant blocker that no one knows how to stop! 

What are your plans 
for the weekend?

Nothing
very exotic, I’m moving

to a plant in the next yard. 
I must rush now, here 

comes my Sharpshooter* 
Taxi.

Good luck! Let’s catch up 
soon, I am in hurry too: I 

need to catch a boat. Ah, I want to 
see the world.

To be continued... 

@miriamriig@miriamriig

* In natural conditions, Xylella fastidiosa is transmitted by insect vectors. 
The xylem-feeding insect sharpshooter is one of the most common vectors 
in the Americas.

TAXI

Xylella fastidiosa
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