WHO IS FASTIDIOUS X,
THE FEARSOME KILLER?

SOMEONE OR SOMETHING THE PATTERN WAS CONSISTENT: PLANTS WERE GETTING

WAS SILENTLY ATTACKING SICK, WITHERED AND DIED NO MATTER WHAT WAS DONE

- = PLANTS. TO TRY TO SAVE THEM. BUT T WAS NOT UNTIL THE LATE
1980S THAT RESEARCHERS GOT CLOSE TO UNVEILING

M‘“‘D WHAT IS GOING THE CULPRIT.

ON HERE?

I'M NOT FEELING
VERY WELL, DOCTOR.
1 FEEL WEAK EVEN IF
I'M DRINKING MY 2-4

LITRES OF WATER PER
DAY. AND T'M STILL
SO THIRSTYI

WHILE THE WORLD WAS HEADING
TOWARDS THE 2@TH CENTURY, SCIENCE
ADVANCING AND THE WORLD OPENING UP,
IN AMERICA SOMETHING STRANGE WAS
HAPPENING: SOME PLANTS WERE
INEXPLICABLY DYING. WHY?

WE'VE BEEN OH NO! SOMETHING 1S
RUMBLED! BLOCKING YOUR PLANTS'
VESSELS. YOU CANNOT

RECEIVE ANY NUTRIENTS,
NO MATTER HOW MUCH

WE WATER YOU!
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LOOK AT THIS,
DOCTOR!

FASTIDIOUS X WAS UNMASKED AS THE BACTERIUM XYLELLA FASTIDIOSA, A
DANGEROUS PLANT BLOCKER THAT NO ONE KNOWS HOW TO STOP!

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS
FOR THE WEEKEND?

GOODBYE
AMERICASI

NOTHING
VERY EXOTIC, I'M MOVING
TO A PLANT IN THE NEXT YARD.
1 MUST RUSH NOW, HERE
COMES MY STEQRPSHOOTER*
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GOQD LUCK! LET'S CATCH UP
SOON, TAM IN HURRY TOO: 1
NEED TO CATCH A BOAT.

AH, TWANT TO
SEE THE WORLD.
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\ : TO BE CONTINUED...
* IN NATURAL CONDITIONS, XYLELLA FASTIDIOSA IS TRANSMITTED BY INSECT VECTORS, ¥
THE XYLEM-FEEDING INSECT SHARPSHOOTER IS ONE OF THE MOST COMMON VECTORS Yersam|
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