
… Meanwhile, scientists focused on learning 
more about Xylella and trying to find a 

treatment that could provide some hope.

emergency measures 
must be taken to combat 
Xylella  and funding is 
needed for research into 
control methods.…

HmM.. could 
these insects, 
spittlebugs, 
have a role in 
the spread of 

Xylella?
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* The European 
Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) is a 
European Union 
agency that 
provides scientific 
advice to 
authorities and 
communicates on 
risks along the 
food chain, 
including plant 
health.

Southern Italy, a land that since 
antiquity has forged deep-rooted 
bonds with its olive trees and 
their exquisite oil.

However, the olive trees are 
slowly dying...

I have a nasty feeling 
Fastidious X could be behind 
this epidemic. This could be

a disaster!

fastidious X 
arrives in Europe

Oh no! It’s 
Xylella 

fastidiosa!

Yes, it was
           , by then 

known to 
be one of 
the most 

dangerous 
plant pathogens 

in the world.

yes, i am very 
fastidious!

We need to inform the 
authorities immediately.

This
is a red 

alert – a 
dangerous 

plant pest is 
on the 
loose!

after some analysis...
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The italian 
authorities rapidly 
alerted the EU 
plant health office 
in Brussels.

To be continued... 

Europe is at risk. Xylella may 
attack many plants in many 

regions.
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This is serious! We 
need scientific advice 

– who you gonna 
call? Call EFSA*!
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