
fastidious x gets in trouble:
science is on its way!
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Research promises to make 
fastidious X’s life even 
more perilous. From 

drones for early detection 
to thermal treatments and 

insect vector controls, 
researchers are finding 
innovative ways to beat 

!

While new techniques are 
developed, plant pest surveillance 

is crucial to limit the spread of 
Xylella or its dangerous pals, the 

other plant pests!

But Fastidious X is a formidable foe. We 
must join forces across Europe to 

avoid its spread: from plant nurseries 
and farmers to scientists, plant 

inspectors and citizens. Let’s not give 
Xylella a chance!

you can
help “beat ” too! so, don’t 

travel with uncertified plants! Don’t 
risk it!

hmm, 
interesting... 
these olive 

tree varieties, 
they have no 
symptoms at 

all!

?

Bah, when
 we are attacked by 

xylella we stay green and 
keep sucking up water. no 

problem!

scientists think so! one of the most promising solutions 
comes from olive plants that resist fastidious X!

Ah, here
we go again. these 

fastidious bacteria haven’t 
understood yet how 

resistant we are.

By artificially
inoculating plants with xyellla 
we can learn more about plant 
resistance to this bacterium.

Controls can prevent new 
xylella bacterium. but what can 

we do for affected areas? is 
there any hope?
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The transport of infected plants is the main cause of spreading Xylella. That’s 
why border controls are so important for detecting any pest that may be secretly 
hiding in the cargo.

it’s crucial that we only transport healthy plants 
accompanied by phytosanitary certificates, which 
means an official statement of good health! 

a decade has passed since Fastidious 
X was first spotted in Europe. We 
now know Xylella can infect more 

than 400 plant species from 60 
different families. Scientists 

together with local, national and 
European authorities, institutions 

like EFSA  and EPPO  are joining 
forces and working tirelessly to 

find solutions.

  the european food safety authority (EFSA) 
provides scientific advice to authorities and 
communities on risk along the food chain, 
including plant health.

  european and mediterranean plant 
protection organisation
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